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) ...and look where they've



Gus Makes a
Confession

By Martin Bunn

=5 IS WILSON erossesl the loemm-up
' streel i frond of the Mol Ga-
rage and walked deemn lo where a
canstructlon gang was laving a new slorm
sewer, The rckel from a bhig crane, &n
BiF OO s p-ri: hamimers, amnd &
back hoe rooting ahead of the pipe orew
was dealenimg
Throwgh the din, the sound of a miss-
Mg i raughd his far. As 8 moelcian
ron pinpeeini 8 eingle sour node in &8 wm
sy orchesbra, s idrntifled the of-
finder as ihe crane. He vl sorpried,
o i Joodkosd mivwe
A voung man climls=l down (rmm the
oah and grestod him. 1§ was Bill Wiggins,
trogihbe-shooter for Wisnewski's Caon-
stroction Eguipment.
“You don'l look very happy.” Gus said
“I'm mot,” Wigeins said. “We sold et
crane (o the contractor a few weeks ago
Ever sinoe, s ben poting up and he
thnmiens to tum i bacdk and sue for
damages. 1 he divs, 1 lose my job.™
(s made smpathetic sounsds. He
knew the job was important (0 Wiggine
He'd boen in troabbe on and of during
hils leens, and the Model Carape owner
bl strnightened him outl and ndemnsstod
him I aulo mechanim. Joe 'Wianewski
hnd hired 'Wigging an (iug's recommendn-
thon PMow, i he losd the job, Gus (earad
hig obld jrresponsfbility mighi tum up
Ngain
“Look mt that,” Wiggine sakl as the
crnng wend inlo pction. 11 was ghving U
pperator & hoed lime, He wes irving to
swing a ginnt section of concrele culvert
paiper imlo posifion over 8 difch. Each Dhie
b started to LRIE and swrng, thee englne
nimed and sputiered, the cable Padtched
il bunim beetored, angd he hod o =1 hs
hmd brake andd woit for the machimes o
calm down
Gus mobed Tl the exhausi bork was
tews mrdle] b inddieate that the engine wans
milling herd. Aned when i@ wos hiltiog

the ol wos smwth enough bo segpesi
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"Changed them four times jlllufd.u.jl':

He was inferrupled by the noon siren.
Activily
lumach box in
word with young Wiggine

"The way thai

"You keep oul of this, Cus 'Wilson.™
Il was Jos Wisnewskl, and he ras mosd.
He tumied on Bill Wiggina “Ti this rig
bota us down, you're through-—and 'l sen
that you don't get another job with any
conetruction ogtfit m this state”

“Thai's nod fair, Joe,” Gus said

“FairT™ Wenewski roamsd. “T'm oo
inleresbed In belng fnir. There's o eloid-
burat hoacded this way. 1 the contretor

T “ H“an'. :-l-l-lll-l-rl-l-llll-rlr-iilr-ll'-i'il'll: i.l'l-dl_'FI-'l‘I IIP Ihlld.l-
Bill, I'm afmid we * Mn:hhﬂhmﬂﬁﬂ;h ’ MMI h$
+  mesgern e Ioack i
IRy BAVO-AD ROk S eweut s Mind n thit wreich o hare, ©  he tu“"",,"i"“ be

Al fust hisve b0 * I Hat same-deck psaf was o del . Rooded.™
h'::‘r:t-ﬂl}r M':r“ :mhmmtl:u Hi:: The crane opern-
Wiggine mid. "I've § shore. Pt or Bl fhe siarier
boen over thal e ﬁ""‘""’"""hum' bution, The engine

;e rlhh‘ql'.luﬂ:ﬂlhhﬂll-l - M' Bt b
gine half a : luce on the Aot wal. There wes even
times. Valves, rings, | 1“::1 [T tng e . ﬂﬂltmlhm
w "m e mnd - m
are perfoct, It doesn’t.  ;  “There h'rul"‘"’"“"hm . tl-lTﬂi.:h lifted &
to + Tme up o see whal was going o, . tion of pipe and
e The g & MEhe eIV fdil 3! ot ¢ T e
nelo is a8 hot as o+ hod Sipped his BNl Dot be + ditch, whare n crew
rocacker Poe donn 124 S50 o fr it 82 1 it s ot
o, X i A panting ball
“1 know vou hive, l' ? s dowor followed up,
Bill"” suid the crune  * v shoving in dirl
oporator. "It Dot - #aa &N‘,, : Three seciions
wour faull” - +  were in place. As the
“Yeah, but try and fuad vy Tipud) vw iy 3 fourth one waos belng
tell my boss thal™ o O BOE o ey furea ey o lifted, it happened
‘?I.L “Will vou hﬁ : :'I-‘Hﬂ";ﬂ“r'w “:tfm : mdmﬁnmﬁ
o look at it, Mr. Wil- 23 e emp Ao e wed * missed  ngnin, T}H-m
son? If sou oant G ; s +  operator dropped
troub P i b 1, ] “ﬂ""'ﬁ Appmnba oarth
ol l.'ﬂrquil. e sl ity 5 f i 20t Bs-wlrsn, e
JmWEi.nTHhmn o G pirapEma Bay twdmasy | “Nou bottor got
dmh "“w.“ :iii..illl‘fﬂ‘fiqI‘-Il'i-l-l'l'l": M“ m h""
siure,” Gos mmid, Gius snid lo Wisnow

dlimbing into the eib, *No meed to check
the spark plugs sinoe you just changed
thism.”

HALF an bor kuber Gus had inepected
the mugnetn for oracks in the dis
iributor housing. fAashover, hod condens-
er, inlermitient ground, crossfire, and im-
plilps-oinipling  performanes, He  could
find nothing wrong.

“Here oomes your bosa,” sajd the crane
operator, biting nto an apple e he
climbed the eab. “He looks mad ™

“1 wouldnt work thal omne,”™ Gus
warived.

T rosuian Rcevseth plrTehie DR

pointed wt Bill Wiggine, “You're fired!”

“1 quit,” Wiggins sald angrily.

*Thke IL casy, you ftwo” Gus ssid
"% got to be the sperk plugs—only
thing I didn't check. Got another set™

“Hure" Wiggine pulled & box from s
pocked, “T've heon buying the dam things
|l ™

“Pul ‘em in*

“And make it sneppy.” siid Wisnew-
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ki, Fm'!nltin[ he'd jest fired Wiggins.

Wigging clomborsd up on the crane.
He jerked out the plug cables withoul
bothering to cut the mag. Gus was be
hind him, checking and spocing gaps ns
the young man's fingers spun ot old
spark plugs and put in oew ones. When
thry wern all in plooe, Wiggina started
ip unscrew hemss  extension  terminals
from the old plugs.

“Mo Hme for that”™ Gue bl “Jusi
connect them wp.™

The crane operior siared to profost
Wiggins ignored him, finished tho job
“Okay, hit the button.” he sabd, jump-
ing down

With a
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The crane lifted & section of pipe, posi-
tioned it emoothly in the ditch.

“Bounds good,” Joo Wisnowski said.

(il nodded. He was unscrewing the
brsse exfension termingl from one of e
fpark plugs Wiggine had removed. Tis
purpose wing fo bold the winds hrtbher
nway from the engine block o prevent
heat from damaging the insulaton. Ex-
amining it closely, be kiiew whal had
been the trouble and that o fuke hod
ﬂxﬂliﬁ. The first drops of cakn began
b fall,

FEW hours liter, Joo Wisnewaki and
Bill Wiggins, both sonked to the
ikin, came into the Model Gamge,
“We just made it," Wisnowski said
"I we hadn't, that contmcior would have
sned me for my ahirl.™
“Maybe,” Gus said. “Why did you put
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thiess birisn extersions on, BT he aeked,
holding up one of the spark plugs that
had been removed

“The operator insisted on iL" Wiggine
mihl. “Told me ho alemya wied them on
him ool crann,™

“Nea, bul not with this type of plug,”
oo mniel. “Tt's ventod wnd necds 5 vent-
e terminal.™

“A vonted spark plug?™ Wiggine safd,
n purmled bk on hie fses “Cuess 1
hawven't hesn my homawork.

Wianowsk in. “The
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*Thien this exlenslan e
Wik . ml;'lulhir ithe oo,
gRing wald. "It bsn't through. "

“That'e dight,” Gus ssid. “A vented
epnrh plig nesds o vented (ermingl, ™

“Well, thoi's how we learn,"” Wisnew.
ikl mnlid, smiling mnow. “Thanla, Dus You
aaved our lives, Come on, BL*

When they hal gone, Stan Hicks eyed
his bhoss suspiciounly, *You were awlully
mrtiart plboul venbod spork pluge ™

Cius grinned, “I"ll confoss—bul only 1o
voun, Blun. 1 dieln't really spot s trooble
till afier we'd changed the plugs  witheut
Hme fo serew on the ektensfons, After |
got back heve, | econfiermed §0 wilth this
bechabenl hilletin  from  the spark: plug
prople.” He pulled some folded popers
frarn his pocket, “"While our Trlends wero
wiil in the rain, [ was boning up."

Sian winked in meock conaplrmoy. “The
secrel’s aafe with mw, Boss. Now whai
wore you sayving nbout & ralesT"




