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~ Foreign Cars
 Alfa Romeo to Volkswagen

HERE ARE, OF COURSE, MANY MAKES OF

foreign cars, from the Russian Zis to the
Japanese Daihatsu Bee, from the Daimler
and Rolls to the Issi Microbo. Some of these
are well known to Americans, at least by
name; others are known only to, the en-
thusiast or the specialist. Some of them are
rarely seen in this country; many are never
seen at all.

But in spite of the fact that the American
automobile industry is not only a foundation
stone of our whole economy but also far
and away the largest such industry in the
world, we are becoming increasingly con-
scious of foreign cars—what they look like,
what they can do, their advantages and dis-
advantages for us.

And our own manufacturers are the most
aware of all, of the developments in Europe
and elsewhere. New ideas in engineering,
new economies, improvements in perform-
ance, the most recent styling are immediately

and carefully studied in Detroit and other-

centers.

So for these reasons, we include in this
book an automobile show of representative
foreign models.

Three Types

Cars coming to us from abroad fall into
three general classifications, all of which
you will find shown in this section in one
model or another: regular production pas-
senger cars, from inexpensive to very ex-
pensive; standard sports models; and racing
specials.

European passenger cars are usually built
for different niarkets and conditions than
American cars. Most of them are smaller
than ours, and practically all of them have
four forward gears, for instance. Standard
sports cars, built for speed in both engineer-

~ ing and looks, are also quite different from
our steck cars, though they, too, classify as
production cars, .

When you get to the cars built just to
win races, there’s really no use making com-
parisons. They change from race to race,
maybe only a little, maybe radically. Stand-
ard engines are reworked; special engines
are built practically by hand; bodies, chassis,
and engines are shifted around and inter-
changed. The name stays the same, but the
specifications—the vital statistics of the rac-
ing world—and the ‘appearance are often
considerably altered. And these are very
expensive ‘cars. Only a few of them are
running around this country. But when they
run, they really do run.

All three types of foreign cars are having
an effect on the American ones. This is
most obvious in the body styling. The “con-
tinental touch” can be seen on any regularly
traveled road in the United States. At one
end of the gamut, you can get a fake spare
tire to mount on the rear of your car; at the
other end, you can get a stock U.S. car that
has been designed by some famous Euro-
pean—for instance, this year’s Nashes, styled
by Pinin Farina, of Italy.

Because there isn’t room enough, not all
foreign cars are covered in this section. But
the newest available models of the three
types are here and all the countries- that
send any considerable number of cars to
the US.A. are represented. It probably
won’t surprise you to learn that the leader
is Great Britain. :

The cars are given in alphabetical order
by name. The countries are represented as
follows:

France: Renault, Simca.

Germany: Mercedes-Benz, Porsche,
Volkswagen.

Great Britain: Armstrong Siddeley, Aston
Martin, Austin, Austin Healey, Bentley,
British Fords, Jaguar, MG, Morgan, Morris,
Riley, Singer, Triumph.

Italy: Alfa Romeo, Ferrari, Fiat, 0.S.C.A.,
Siata,
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HE WELL-KNOWN, ITALIAN-MADE -ALFA

Romeo offers a new, 1900 series: the
1900, Berlina Alfa Romeo; 1900 C, Coupe
Touring and Cabriolet Pinin Farina; and
1900 L, the Cabriolet Victoria Farina. The
engine for all models is four-cylinder, with
inclined valves on the hemispheric head,
directly controlled with discs on valve stems
by two overhead camshafts. The fuel sys-
tem of the 1900 and 1900 L is equipped
with a vertical carburetor, while the 1900 C
has a two-chambered carburetor. The fuel
tank capacity is 53 litres. Horsepower is
80 at 4800 RPM for the 1900 and 1900 L,
and 100 at 5500 RPM for the 1900 C. Bore
and stroke are 88.55 mm. and 88 mm. The

piston displacement for all models is 1884

cubic centimeters. The compression ratio
for the 1900 and 1900 L is 7.5 to 1; for the
1900 C, 7.75 to 1. The clutch is the dry,

single-plate type. Each model has four syn--

chromesh gears, controlled by a lever on
the steering column. The front suspension
is independent with transverse quadrilater-
als, helical springs, balancing bars, and hy-
draulic telescopic shock absorbers. The rear
suspension has a steady axle with longi-
tudinal struts on the bottom and upper

.THE NEWEST Alfa Romeo has a 100 horse-
povwer engine and a body designed by the

ALFA ROMEO

frame for thrust and reaction, helical springs,
and telescopic hydraulic shock absorbers.
The brakes are hydraulic; with two winding
brake shoes in front. Each car is equipped
with left-hand drive (right is available as
optional equipment) and globoidal worm-
and-roller steering. The battery is a 12 volt
one..

Races Won

The Alfa Romeo has established an out-
standing record through the years in many
of the famous races. "It has won the gruel-
ing twenty-four-hour run at Le Mans,
France, four times since 1923. It has won
the “Mille Miglia” eleven times since 1927,
and the Florio Plate eight times since 1908.

The “Mille Miglia” is an Italian race.
As you would expect, its name means “a
thousand miles.” It takes place, on regular
roads, traffic and all, but since it has been
run twenty times, traffic knows what to

expect and stays out of the way now.
The Florio Plate, which is the oldest

established, repeating race in the world, runs

across the island of Sicily. It had its thirty-

seventh run in 1953.

famous Italian designer, Pinin Farina, who
also designed Nash’s line this year:



1
THE ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY. The most recent
model in this British line is the Sapphire.
It has a 6-cylinder engine with hemispherical
combustion chamber and 70-degree valves.
The horsepower is 155 at 4200 RPM. You

have a choice of either a four forward-speed

THE ASTON MARTIN. This British-manufactured
DB2 model is advertised as a race-bred lux-
ury sports car. With a 6-cylinder, in-line
engine, a bore of 3.07 inches and a stroke

Preselector gearbox with fingertip control or
a four forward-speed all-synchromesh gear-
box, and of right- or left-hand drive. Dimen-
“sions: Wheelbase, 114 inches; length, 16
feet 1 inch; width, 6 feet; height, 5 feet
514 inches. Fromt track, 4 feet 834 inches.

B

,of 3.54 inches, and a horsepower of 107 at
5000 RPM, it will develop speed at the 100
mark with.ample power to spare, its engi-
neers say, :
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USTINS ARE NO LONGER A RARE SIGHT ON
American roads. A standard production
car, they are made by the Austin Motor
Company, of England. Austin Healeys are
made by Austin in association with the
Donald Healey Motor Company, also of
England, - T
" Specifications and illustrations are given
Here for the Austin Healey Hundred, a two-
seater, and the Austin A 40, which you can
get as sedan or convertible.. The specifica-
tions given are those for the sedan, but they
- are very similar for both models. There is-

also available a new Austin Seven four-door, - -

somewhat smaller than the A 40..
Austin Healey 100
Engine: - In-line, 4-cylinder, in-head
valves. Bore, 3.4375 inches; stroke, -4.375
inches. Compression’ ratio,. 7.5 to 1. Horse-
power, 90 at 4000 RPM. Torque, 144 foot-
pounds at 2000 RPM. ’
Lubrication: Pressure to main, connecting
rod, camshaft, valve rocker-shaft bearings
and tappets. Oil capacity, apprpximately
14 U.S. gallons. Full-flow filter. ’

‘Fuel: Capacity, 14% U.S. gallons, Twin
S.U. carburetors, fitted with air cleaners. -

THE AUSTIN A 40 Somerset sedan has a m#Xip
mum interior height of 47 inches and width

Cooling: Capacity, 23 U.S. pints. Circu-
lation by -centrifugal pump with thermo-
static control. Fan-cooled patented radiator
to prevent loss of coolant through expansion.

Electrical: Two 6-volt batteries of 63-
ampere-hour capacity at 10 hour rate. -

- Transmission: Three forward speeds and
reverse, synchromesh engagement for all
gears; central gear shift. Overdrive unit
may be engaged in any gear. Road speeds

at 1000 RPM: without overdrive—high, 18
MPH; second, 12.8 MPH; first, 8 MPH.

‘Qverdrive engaged—high, 23.8° MPH; sec-

ond, 17 MPH; first, 10.6 MPH, = .
- Brakes: Girling hydraulic, two leading
shoes in-front.  Drum: diameter, " 11. inches;

> “total friction drea, 145.2 square inches. .

" Suspension.’ Front-independent coil
springs centrolled by double-acting ‘hydrau-
lic ‘shock absorbers interconnected-by anti-
sway stabilizing = bar;" Rear—semj-elliptic
springs controlled by double-actisig hydrau--

. lic shock absorbers ‘and track bar, '

Steering: Burman cam-and-Jever:steering
gear. Steering wheel is adjustable for reach.

" Dimensions: Wheelbase, 90 inches.
Length, 146 inches. Width, 60 inches.
Height, 49 inches. Tread: front, 484 inches;
rear, 49% inches. Turning circle, 30 feet.

i
-

of'48 inches. It will run in the top sixties,
with 42 hp at 4300 RPM. :
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N THE CONTINENTAL SPORTS SALOON,
Bentley presents the first major change
" since the introduction of its post-war chassis.
It is being produced in England in limited
numbers and for export only. The makers
think it may be the most expensive produc-
tion car in the world, but they also make a
strong ‘claim for its being the fastest four-
five seater saloon on earth. In testing the
car with handicaps, a mean maximum speed
“of over 115 MPH was recorded. They say
the acceleration from rest to 100 MPH in
36.0 seconds has not been approached by
any other saloon car. ‘

In the Continental, the bore has now been
increased and the compression ratio- has
been upped to take advantage of better
fuels and to fit lighter bodywork with lower

BENTLEY'S Continental Sports Saloon,. intro-
ducing the first changes since the post-war

drag characteristics. Drag reduction allowed
a higher axle ratio and a close-ratio gearbox
for better acceleration. The manufacturers
say that third gear can be used continuously
for mountainous country or winding roads
and is indistinguishable from high (fourth)
for smoothness and silence. v

A “ride control” on the steering column
allows you to adjust the setting of the rear
hydraulic dampers. You can set it “soft”
for city driving and “hard” for fast travel.

If you have some cash in the upper part
of five figures, you'd do well to give a good

BENTLEY

look at the Bentley Continental Sports
Saloon.

Continental Sports Saloon

Engine: Six-cylinders, overhead valves.
Bore, 92 mm.; stroke, 4.3 mm. Compression
ratio, 7 to 1.

Lubrication: Pressure to crankshaft and

. connecting rod bearings. Positive supply.to

hollow rockershaft.

" Fuel: Capacity, 18 Imperial gallons. Two

S.U. carburetors, with automatic choke.
Cooling: Capacity, 32 pints. Fan and cen-

trifugal pump. Temperature thermostati-

cal]ly controlled. ‘

Electrical: 12-volt battery system; 54
ampere-hour rating.

v

chassis came out, is one of the most expen-
sive production cars in the world.

Transmission: Four-speed and reverse
mechanism; synchromesh on second, third,
and fourth.

Brakes: Front, leading and trailing shoe.
Rear, leading and trailing shoe. Front hy-
draulically operated, rear mechanically.

Suspension: Front, coil springs and wish-
bones with anti-roll bar. Rear, half-elliptics.

Dimensions: Wheelbase, 10 feet. Over-

~ all height, 5 feet 3 inches. Over-all length,

17 feet 2% inches. Over-all width, 5 feet
11% inches. Track: front, 4 feet 8 11/16
inches; rear, 4 feet 10% inches.
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BRITISH FORDS

THE ZEPHYR Six is the car that won the ’53
Monte Carlo Rally. It is the biggest of the
British Fords and gets a horsepower of 68

The fifth model, the Popular, is claimed
to be the lowest-priced sedan in the world.
By our standards, it is pretty well stripped
down to essentials. It sells for $770 in
U.S. dollars, but you've got to add a British

THE CONSUL, like the Zephyr, is made largely
for export. More powerful than the other

at 4000 RPM from its 6-cylinder, overhead-
valve engine. Length, 14 feet 334 mches'
height, 5 feet 34 inch.

tax of $324 on to that. What you get in
performance is 30 horsepower and up to
50 miles per gallon—per imperial gallon,
that is, which amounts to 1.2 U.S. gallons.
The Popular is not shown here,

three, it is less powerful than the Zephyr,
having 47 horsepower.
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HE JAGUAR COMES CLOSE TO BEING THE

best-known foreign car in -America. It
is built in Coventry, England, with an en-
gine that is a thing of beauty in itself and
sleek lines—giving it an appearance and
power that live up to its name.

Various models can be had (at a price
that is not among the lowest); three are
shown in the accompanying illustrations.

The Jaguar is designed not only for speed
but also for maneuverability and roadability.
Although- it is a standard production car,
not supercharged, a Sports Two-Seater with
a 3% litre XK 120 engine sét an official
“record of 132.6 MPH over a flying mile on
the Jabbeke-Aeltre Road in Belgium in 1949.

Mark VIl

Engine: Six-cylinder, 3% litre; 70-degree
twin overhead camshafts. Bore, 83 mm.;
stroke, 106 mm. Horsepower, 160 at 5000
RPM. Compression ratio, 7 or 8 to 1. Large
‘non-adjustable directly operated valves and
austenetic cast-iron seats. X

Lubrication: Forced lubrication through-
out by submerged pump with full-flow filter
and floating gauze intake.

Fuel: S.U. electric fuel pump. Capacity,
17 Imperial gallons (two separate tanks of
nine and eight gallons capacity). Carbure-
tor, twin S.U. horizontal with electrically
controlled automatic choke.

Cooling: Pump circulation, with by-pass

JAGUARS AT THE READY! The Mark VII sports
sedan, sports coupe, and XK-120 sports car

JAGUAR

thermostat control, restricted circulation.
Electrical: 12 volt; 64-ampere capacity
battery with constant voltage controlled
ventilated dynamo, 10 hour discharge.
Transmission: Four-speed, single helical
synchromesh gearbox, ground teeth gears
running on needle bearings; synchromesh on
second, third, and high. "Borg and Beck
single, 10-inch dry-plate clutch. Gear ratios:
first and reverse, 14.4 to 1; second, 8.56 to 1;
third, 5.84 to 1; high, 4.27 to 1. Central
remote-control gear lever. o
Suspension: Front—independent front sus-
pension incorporating transverse wishbenes
and long torsion bars with shock absorbers.
Rear—long, silico-manganese steel, half.

~elliptic springs controlled by shock absorb-

ers. Rear springs totally enclosed in gaiters
fitted with grease nipples.

Brakes: Girling Dewandre, vacuum servo-
assisted, self-adjusting hydraulic. Brake-
drum diameter, 12 inches; friction-lining
area, 202% square inches; handbrake lever
flush between front seats. '

Steering: Burman re-circulating ball-type

steering with adjustable steering wheel of

18 inches - diameter. Left- or right-hand
steering optional.

Dimensions: Wheelbase, 10 feet, 0 inches.
Track: front, 4 feet 8 inches; rear, 4 feet
% inches. Over-all léngth, 16 feet 4% inches.
Over-all width, 6 feet 1 -inch. Over-all
height, 5 feet. 3-inches. Turning circle, 36

‘feet. Tire size, 6.70 x 16 inches.

are shown here. Jaguar recently racked up
records at the famous LeMans race.
































