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A Piece ot String Fixes an
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Gus and Joe Hire a Wﬁzard Who Doesn’t Bat an

E_}-‘e at a Dead Battery or Broken Steering Arm

BY MARTIN BUNN ..

# WONDER how ‘Spare Iarls’
Harbison made out with that
queer little mechanic you talked
him into taking on his antomo-
hile trip?™ Joe Clark observed.

“Must have worked so well that *Spare
Parts’ extended his trip to cover alot more
territory.” replied Gus, who was Joe's
partner in the Model Garage. “I wish
they’'d come back. We need another
man right along, I'm thinking, and that
little Alec MeGregor ought to fill the
bill.”

“Maybe he will come back,” argued
Joe, “bhut Lean't figure out how you know
he's so good. You've never seen him
do even one job.”

“Just wait and you'll see,”
confidently.

“Guess I won't have to wait long,”
Joe chuckled as he saw a car drive up in
front of the garage. “Here they are!”

“Thalt certainly was one swell trip,
Gus,”  said  Harbison enthusidstically
after the greetings were over. “Never
had to worry about the car. Alec, here,
is the real stuff. And the funniest thing
about it was that we didn’t have to use
a single one of the spare parts we took.”

said Gus

= HAT! No trouble at all?” ex-
claimed Gus in mock surprise.
“Sure we had trouble. Lots of it!”
Harbison replied. *Never had so many
fool things happen on one trip. But Alee
here is a regular wizard on that stuff.
Nothing went wrong for the first week.
Then one morning Alec suddenly began
sniffing the air like a hound dog. Alec,
you'd better explain what was wrong; I
don’t quite understand myself.”
“Wasn't much,” said Alee modestly.
“T smelled scorched paint so we stopped
and found the motor was boiling like a
steam engine. Funny part of it was we
could hear the steam gurgling around
inside the eyvlinders but when I poked open
the filler cap on the radiator with a stick
s0's not to get scalded with the steam,
nothing came out. 1 figured the top
water pipe must be stopped up some
place and T took it off after the motor
cooled a bit. It was all clear so I took off
the thermostat, A piece of wood—don’t
know where it came from—had worked vp
in back of the valve and when the valve
closed after we'd put the car away the
night before, it had jammed it tight
shut.”
“I wouldn’t have found that trouble
in a million years,” admitted Harbison.
“Tt probably wouldn’t happen once in
a million years,” Gus commented. “You

“Holy smoke!™
Gus gasped.
*“That certainly
is serious cnough.
When did that Ao
thing break?"

did well to find it so quick, Alee. Great!”
“The next trouble we had was sort of

freakish, too,” Harbison resumed. “We.

had to stop over night at a little inn up
in the mountains and the next morning
we found the storage battery stone dead.
Alee found that the starter switch had
partially shorted and drained every
speck of juice out of the battery. There
wasn't enough left to start the motor
even with the erank. It looked like we'd
be stuck until we could get another bat-
tery sent in, because there wasn't a bat-
tery charger or even any electric light
current in the place and we couldn’t find
any door bell batteries. And there wasn’t
any other car to give us a tow to the
nearest service station. But that didn’t

T b

An ingenious and resourceful mechanic’s novel
temporary repair of a broken steering arm by
winding cord around the arm and the drag link.

He noticed that there was

feaze Alec.
quite a steep down grade in the road a
couple of hundred feet from the inn. So
we got behind the car and pushed it to
the top of the grade.

“ALEC threw it in high gear and after

we picked up speed down the hill
he let in the clutech. We were going fast
enough so that the generator cul in and
the needle moved over to charge.  Just
before we got to the bottom of the grade
Alee threw the ignition switeh and the
motor started as nice as you please. You
can bet we didn’t let it stop again for
several hours.”

“Good work, Alec!” Gus approved.
“But what would you have done if there
hadn’t been any grade to coast down?”
“T GUESS we'd have been stuck,”

Alee promptly admitted.

“We had no trouble after that for
nearly another week,” IHarbison con-
tinued, “and then came the queerest one
of all. A tiny green worm succeeded in
stopping this big, heavy car. Tell ‘em
how it happened, Alee.”

“I guess the worm didn’t intend to do
it,” Alec grinned. *‘He just made a mis-
take. Anyhow, we were rolling along at
a good clip when the motor coughed a
couple of times and then quit eold. Tt
H(Jillldt'll to me ((.'rm!-inm.‘r! on page 166)
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Now Comes the

New Shorthand

OR YEARS there
new system

-xalvm .l Ll

has beer ving need for a
a really modern

em—one that mmld |N"

Evstoms, l]hll \muhl be more ACCURATE —.u‘l

that could be learned KASILY and QUICKLY.

Now at last it is here—the new shorthand. The
world has hailed it with enthusissm.  Al-

und inereasing ef
are us

is saving time
U\'El‘y\\‘lll!['l‘. Busy executiv
lves. So are professional men and women,
5, writers, rgyvmen, publie speakers, engi-
. doctors, report students.  Experienced
phers n= well as boginners are adopting it,

Speedwritirn mg

Ip

You use only the ordinary letters of Ihl alphabet—

‘NATU RAL SHORTHAND

i lve idways used. Speedwriting
ntific oondensation of the English
of speech.

the same AR
is simply a se
language, based on your natural habits

Qu;(‘kfy Learned at Home

“foreign language” of dots
vou understand
ific principle of Spe wl.u.riliug, you

Amazing speed is
u. was originated by
anthority on

\'u nrml to Iur-tu::rian i

qu ]\ de\x-lnpl‘d
l\lhs Emma B,
shorthand. She | taught practi ¢ all systems
for eighteen ye n such institutions as Columbia
University, Rochester Business Institute, Simmons
College and the University of Californi.

Send for Free Book

Let us tell vou more about, Speedwreiting —how employ-
ors are requesting thelr experienced stenographers to
learn it—how they are employving beginners who have
studied it—how sldents of Hrms, sales managers
and other important tl('llll\'!'n have learned Hpeed-
writing themselves In to Jot down their va
thoughts whe b Is at il —how all
kinds of pr d students and office
Lers are inereasing t Meleney through S

The booklet b vl will give you d
information and expla Just what Speed
ean do for YOU, also, ho u ean learn Speed TYPING
at home. SEND FOR I'T" XOW!

BRIEF ENGLISH SYSTEMS, INC.
Dept. K65

200 Madison Avenue, New York City

(Mlices o

Toronte, Ontario, Canada

o at
London, England

BRIEF ENGLISH SYSTEMS, INC.,
Dept. K65, 200 Madison Avenue,
New York City.

Gentlemen:

a copy of
The Natura

Without cost or obligation, T should like to
T ing Booklet on Speed-

Nine,

Address,,

Clty. . at

MONEY MAKING OPPORTUNITIES SECTION

Piece of String Fixes Auto
(Corntinwed from page 76)

like we'd run out of gas, hut the tank gage
showed more than half full even when |1
rocked the car to make sure that the gage
was working., So [ tickled the carburetor, but
it wouldn't flood so I thought the pipe between
the carburetor and the vacuum tank must
be clogged and 1 took it off. 1 could blow
through it casy enough. Then I turned on the
shut-off valve at the bottom of the vacuum

tank and gas began to gurgle out like water
does from a small-necked hottle when vou
turn it upside down.  That meant the vent
pipe must he clogged up and sure enough,

when T took it off the gasoline ran fine, so 1
blew through the curved vent pipe and a
little: green worm popped out and hit me
:whr in the eye!”

Laybe he HIIII_I]JI'. it was a knot hole in a
t l.lugh{ « Gus. " You've certainly had
some queer troubles, I'm glad nothing more
serious happened.”

bi' RIOUS!  echoed Harbis “Jus
vou come over here and take a look if
vou want Lo see serious trouble.” He reached
in, turned the steering wheel of his ear a
trifle and pointed to the end of the steering
arm.

“Holy smoke!” Gus gasped as he studied
string winding around the end of the
ng arm and the drag link. *That cer-
tainly 1s serious enough. When did it break?”
bout two hours ago,” replied Harbison,
“I was driving along admiring the scenery
when all of a sudden we hit a deep hole in the
road and right after that T noticed that the
steering wheel just turned in my hands with-
out doing anything. I jammed on the brakes
Just in time to keep from going into the diteh.
I thought we'd have to eall for a serviee
wagon, but Alee found a picee of heavy cord
beside the road, cut some short picees and
looped them together and then bound them
on as you see. You ean bet we just crawled
the rest of the way!™

“It's remarkable what you can do with just
a preee of string if vou know how,” Gus
observed.  “That ends your trip till we ean
get a new steering arm.”

“That doesn’t worry me,” said Harbison.
“This was the end of the trip anyway, and I
won't be going on another one for -al
months,”

IR

"rln'”l'].\' you won't need Alee any more,”
Gus ‘Gd.itl and he turned o the little
mechanic. “Alee, we ean use you right u]mw
£ \:lll 'd like to work for us. What {{n VO say

“Well, Chief,” replied Alee, grinning from
car to ear, *'I've heen kind of a rolling stone,
but a rolling stone gathers no
Il stick around and gather a little
like the looks of this outfit!”

, 50 1 guess

I sort of

‘I'wo Thousand Planes Built in Year

AST year factoriesin this country turned out

nearly two thousand air, planes, according to
the U. 3. Department of Commeree, more than
sixty-five percent above the total production
for 1926, reflecting growth in the popul:
aviation. For 1927 the Department's figures
are: land planes, 1,857; seaplanes and amphib-
ians, 103, Some idea of the size of this air-
craft-building industry is seen, accoriling to
Postmaster General New, in the fact that, by
way of comparison, only 700 steam locomotives
were built lust year, and hut 300 Pullman ears,
As for the automobile industry, air's greatest
rival, there are now only cighty-five concerns
turning out ears against 140 making planes—
although ‘the number of persons employed is
fewer and plane production consequently Tower.
“But I now helieve that 1 underestimated the
number,” says Mr. New, “when 1 predicted
that 3,500 airplanes would be built in 1928
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Play in Half Hour Easy Lessons
After you met the four Even if you don't know
easy motions you play one note (rom another,
harmonious chordawith  the L2 printed lossons
very little practiee. No  and the elear picturea
previousmusicalknowl- make it eany to learmn n.___,.-‘d

€ MECEssLry. quickly. I'sy a8 you play.
Free Guitar Write at Once
and Cutfit In Genuine Seal Grain  You'll never bo lonesome with
Fabrikokl Cone ns soon as you en=  this besutiful Hawaiian l..ulur.
roll. Nothing to buy—ovrrsu:lnu rita for Special Ofer an
Turnished. I\r elay. terma, A poalcard will do. AL.

OTHER 7 Tenor Hanjo, Violin, Tiple, Tenor Guitar, Ukulels,
COURSES.] Banjo Ukdlele — under well - known instructors.
FIRST HAWAIIAN CONSERVATORY of MUSIC, Inc.

Sth Floor, Woolworth Bldg., Dept. 146, Mew York, N. ¥

Approved as o e-rrnéumd«nrs 'w.rg;ml l.l'mh ¥ the Laun
tha State of New York
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W. 2. GIBSON, Inc.

500 ‘ﬂm:um St..

I:lent. 1-521 Chicago £

Learn Cartoonmg
t Home—In Your Spa

T he rumuun Pietured || 1r| i\h Ilunl
of teaching original drawing has
loor of auceesd for hun-
€ glnners,  Whether you
think you h talent or not, send
for sample chart, to test your abll-
ity, nnd examples of the work of
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Mlease sbiie your age.
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QUICK, EASY PROFITS!

Practically no Investment,

Smull space required. Stendy

demand and BIG PROFITS re-

finishing autos, furniture—point-

Ing houses and barns with Hib gquick
npru)} r»--lrmd

wi
eany monthly payments.
, THRIAL., Writa today for det
30 DAYS TRIAL ll .
QUICHLY PAY'S
FOR, ITSELF..

Be RAILWAY POSTAL CLERK, $158-5225 month;
travel, see your country. Short hours, pleasant work, paid
wvacations,steady—no strikes. Experience unnecessary. For details
write NORTON INST., 1522 Temple Court, Denver, Colo.




