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Even New Cars May Have Mpysterious Troubles — Can You Tell

What’s Wrong wi:» Markin’s Car?

Here's Another Chance to
Test Your Auto Knowledge
and Win a Cash Prize

February, 1927

= HERE!” said Mrs. Markin tri-
I umphantly as she pulled on the
emergency brake and shut off the
ignition.  “Your mnasty remarks about
women drivers don’t apply to me at any
rate. I didn’t have a single accident all
day!”
Frank Markin, waiting anxiously for
his wife's return with the brand-new car,
breathed a sigh of relief as she

turned into the driveway beside
the house.

“Good work, Mary,” he admit-
ted. ““Are yvou sure you didn’t so
much as serape fenders with any-
body*” He walked around the car,
inspecting it with a eritical eye,
and then stopped suddenly with
his gaze riveted on the gasoline
tank. “So you didn’t have any
accidents?” he exelaimed. “Then
what put that big dent in the gaso-
line tank? You're not going to tell
me it dented itself, T hope.”

“Oh!"” gasped Mary., “T didn’t
do that! I know I didn’t back into
anvbody, and I'm sure nobody ran
into me. It must have been done
while I was in the stores.”

“Humph!" grunted Markin, ob-
viously puzzled. “T'll be darned if
I see how anyone could have dented
that tank so badly without damag-

There's a
Prize Awaiting
the Best Answer!

oPULAR SciENCE Moxtinny will pay

$25 for the best letter explaining
the trouble with Markin’s car and tell-
ing him how to overcome his diffi-
culties. Your letter will be judged
solely on how accurately you size up
the trouble and suggest the remedy.
Letters must reach us before February
28, 1927. Address Automobile Editor,
Porvrar Sciexce Moxtury, 250
Fourth Avenue, New York City.

“Y'LL BE darned if I see

how anyone could have
dented that tank so badly
without damaging the spare
tire or knocking any paint off
the tank,'' said Markin, puz-
zled. “'I'll drive it down to
the service station.”

so it won't be overstrained, T sup-
pose,” Mrs. Markin couldn’t resist
remarking as her hushand elimbed
out and raised the hood.

“Tamnot,” snapped Markin. “Tt
quit on me, and from the sudden
way that motor ceased firing it
must be a wire that's come loose
somewhere. Don't worry, T'll find
it in a jiffy.”

However, a casual inspection
failed to reveal any disconnected
wires, so Markin got out the new
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ing the spare tire or knocking
any paint off the tank. And there
doesn’t seem to be any particular spot on
the tank that looks as if it had been hit.
I'll drive it down to the service station.”

The foreman of the service station,
after one glance at the apparently dented
tank, inspected it with unusual care. I
know what did that, but it’s the first
time I've seen it happen in a dog’s age.”
he finally announced. *‘Let’s have a look
at the filler cap.”

e unserewed the cap on the gasoline
tank and examined it minutely.

i HE vent hole wasn’t drilled ail the
way through ™ he explained, “and
the air couldn’t get in to replace the
gasoline that was being drawn out by
the vacuum in the manifold. There must
have been a little leaking in around the
threads so that the vacuum created in
the gasoline tank was relieved between
the fillings of the vacuum tank, otherwise
the motor would have stalled. As it was,
the vacuum ran high enough so that the
ar pressure outside pushed in the side of
the tank. Run her in and we'll fit a new
tank. IU's our fault, of course.”
Markin did as directed, relieved o

know that it wasn't going to cost him
anything. “It wasn't a smash-up, after
all,” he told his wife cheerfully when he
reached home.

Their plans for the evening included
dinner at their friends, the Barkers. They
had promised to be there before seven,
and it was nearly six now. So they
started out immediately. Markin drove
slowly and carefully for five miles, until
the snail’'s pace began to make Mrs.
Markin fidgety.

“If you keep poking along like this
we'll never get there,” she worried.

“ ALL right then, we won't!” retortea

Markin, “I'm not going to ruin
this car by driving it fast. You can bet
on that. Lots of cars are spoiled just by
driving hard the first few hundred miles.
I want vou to understand that I know
how to handle an automobile,” he finished
loftily,

But hardly had he finished speaking
when the regular explosions of the motor
stopped completely and the car coasted
to a standstill.

“Now you're giving the motor a rest

tool kit and systematically applied
the pliers to one connection after
another until he had tested them
all. Every one appeared to be perfectly
tight. “That’s funny,” he said, “‘there’s
nothing wrong with the connections as
far as I can see. I wonder if something
has happened to the timer? Ah, now I've
found it. The spring that holds the con-
tacts together is broken. And I haven’t
a spare one.”

“QTANDING there looking glum won’t

fix it,” suggested Mrs. Markin.
“Here, take this safety pin and see if you
can’t hold it together somehow.”

“This is an antomobile—not the baby's
clothes,” growled her husband. “Still T
might be able to bend up a spring that
will work till T can get a new one. Give
it to me and I'll see what I can do.™

He worked steadily a few minutes, then:
“I've got it!" he exclaimed jubilantly.

The motor started at once when he
stepped on the sell-starter, and ran
smoothly, although it did miss a bit when
he speeded up to twenty-five miles an hour,

Auto troubles seem to run in streaks.
The Markins must have been in the
midst of a (Continued on page 150)
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“There’s One Man
We're Going to Keep”

“Ed Wilson, there, i3 one of the most

ambitious men in the plant. I notice that
he never fools away his spare time. He
studies his International Correspondence
Schools course every chance he gets,

“It's been the making of him, too. He
hasn’'t been here nearly so long as Tom
Downey, who was laid off yesterday, but
he knows ten times as much about this
business.

“I'm going to give him Tom’s job at a
raise in salary. He's the kind of man we
want around here.”

OW do you stand in your shop or office? Are
you an Ed Wilson or a Tom Dow-uey? Are you
going up? Or down?

No matter where you live, the International Cor-
respondence Schools will come to you. No matter
what your handicaps or how small’ your means, we
have a plan to meet your circumstances. No matter
how limited your previous education, the simply-
written, wonderfully-illustrated I. C. S. textbooks
make it easy to learn.

This is all we ask: Without cost, without obligat-
ing yourself in any way, put it up to us to prove how
we can help you. Just mark and mail this coupon.

——— i ————— — — — — ——— — —

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS
Box 7621-E, Scranton. Penna.

Without cost or obligation, please send me one of your
booklets and tell me how I can qualify for the position or
in the subject before which I have marked an X:

BUSINESS TRAINING COURSES
[IBusiness Management [JSalesmanship
[JIndustrial Management CJAdvertising
[JPersonnel Organization ClBetter Letters
L] TrafMic Management [JShow Card Lettering
[Business Law ClStenography and Typing
[]Banking and Banking Law Business English
(] Accountaney (including C.P.A.) [JCivil Service
[]Nicholson Cost Accounting E[lmln ay M |i| Clerk

[1Bookkeeping Common School Subjects
[]Private Secretary High School Subjects
[JSpanish OJiustrating
[JFrench Cartooning
TECHNICAL AND INDUSTRIAL COURSES
Electrical Engineering Architect
Electrie Lighting Architects’ Blueprints
[ ]Mechanical Engineer L] Contractor and Builder
[] Mechanieal Draftsman Architectural Draftsman
[ ] Machine Shop Practice Concrete Builder
[JRailroad Positions Structural Engineer
St:as Engine Operating Chemistry [J Pharmacy
Civil Engineer [CJAutomebile Work
[J Surveying and Mapping CJAirplane Engines
JMetallurgy [ Mining ClAgriculture and Poultry
[1Steam Engineering [J Radio [JMathematics

Street

City.... ...State

Occupation .

If you reside in Cnrmdu srmi' thxs coupon ra thc Interna:wndl
orrespandence Schools Canadian, Limited, Montreal

PREPARE FOR AN

RT CAREER

—thru the only school operated asa
department olya large art organiza-
tion. Commercial Artists trained
the ““Mevyer Both Wa{v earn as high
as $10,000 per year. e today have
hundreds of students who had pre-
viously studied in other art schools.
Why? Because your instruction is
based upon our everyday experi-
ence in meeting the art needs of
leading advertisers. Home study
instruction. Write for illustrated
book telling of the success of our
students.

MEYER BOTH COMPANY
Michigan Ave. at 20th St. (Dent. 35) Chicago, I11.

MONEY MAKING OPPORTUNITIES SECTION

| were quite naked.

““Such Beasts Never Lived!”’

(Continued from page 149)

Structurally, the mon-
ster Pterandon was a marvel of lightness,
its great wing bones,sometimestwentyfeet
long, being scarcely thicker than a sheet
of blotting paper, while the tiny body
was merely an appendage to the wings.
Students of this bird estimate that it used
only thirty-six thousandths of one horse-
power to fly. What it did with its great
wings when on earth is an unsolved prob-
lem. The bone joints indicate it could
not fold them snugly as modern birds
do; probably it pointed them upright in
walking.

The privileged visitor to the workshop
of a museum sees an amazing sight.
Boxes and barrels, filled with rocks and
bones, cover most of the floor space.
Benches and tables stand beneath sus-
pended wire skeletons or framework and
are occupied by the staff of preparators.
No ordinary stonecutter’s tools, as a rule,
may be employed; the danger of damaging
a valuable link in a half-formed creature
of the past is too great. An awl or per-
haps a glover’s needle must suffice.

The first restoration of an extinct back-
boned creature that has come to light was
that by G. W. Leibnitz, in 1749. The
greatest advance has been in recent
years. Within the last few months no
fewer than twenty well-equipped expedi-
tions have been in the field scouring the
earth, inside and out, for missing links in
the procession of extinct creatures.

What'’s Wrong with

Markin’s Car?

(Continued from page 61)

particularly unlucky streak, for they had
gone only a few miles when the motor
abruptly stopped.

“I suppose that confounded safety pin
has slipped,” he grumbled as he raised
the hood. “But it seems to be still on the
job. The contact works fine. Turn on
the ignition switch again while I see if
the current is going through the contacts
all right. Lots of juice here, apparently,”
he went on. “It even makes a fat spark
at the contacts. The distributor looks
perfect, and certainly all the spark plugs
couldn’t have gone dead at exactly the
same time. I guess it must be in the
carburetor this time—maybe a chunk of
dirt stuck in the needle valve.”

Markin cleaned out the carburetor,
taking care to do a thoroughly complete
job, for he had experienced a somewhat
similar trouble with his old car. It did
no good; the motor refused to,fire. He
tried the compression and found it excel-
lent. Then in desperation he went over
the ignition system again, including the
removal and inspection of each spark plug.

“Ouch!” he exclaimed involuntarily as
he got a severe shock. He had carelessly
held the distributor in one hand, working
the contact points with theother. *“There’s
some kick in that spark coil—I felt it
shoot clear up my arm!”

Finally he threw down his tools in dis-
gust. “Aw, rats!” he grunted. “You
wait here while I go telephone for help
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r
R quickly and easily
You can do so
CA I’ll Teach You

to draw comic faces like these

in 15 minutes!
Send me your name, address and age, and let me mail
you a Test Lesson Chart which will teach you how ra
draw comic faces. Whether you think you have
talent or not, make this interesting test.
I want to show you that with the aid of my Picture
Chart Method of teaching original drawing (full
copyrighted and used exclusively by this Sehool), voil
can learn this most fascinating .md unusually pronlah o
pm(oaqmnfnnd earn money while
vou're learning.
No other school has turned out so
many _nationally nous Cartoon-
ists. With the Test Lesson Chart,
I will send you their names, samples
of their work and facts about
cartooning which will show the
possibilities for YOU. Please
enclose 6c in stamps for post-
age.

C. N. Landon, Director
THE LANDON SCHOOL 25} National Bids.,

Construction of Small Alternating
Current Motors
By PROF. A. E. WATSON

. Brown University

This book contains complete
instructions for building small al-
ternating current motors in several
sizes. Lhe designs will be found
in harmony with those of the very
best manufacturers and they can
te worked out by the amareur for
making useful instruments.

Fully Illustrated. Price, $1.50

POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY
250 Fourth Ave. New York City

Skin Troubles

Cleared Up—often in 24 hours. To prove
you can be rid of pimples, blackheads, acne
eruptions on the face or body, barbers’ itch,
eczema, enlarged pores, oily or shiny skin,
simply send me your name and address today—no cost
—no obligation. CLEAR-TONE tried and rested in over
100,000 cases—used like toilet water—is simply magica!
in prompt results, You can repay the favor by telling
your friends; if not, the loss I1s mine, WRITE TODAY.

E.S. GIVENS, 458 Chemical Bldg., Kansas City, Mo.

STUDY AT HOME

1l Legally trained
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The World’s Largest B

Write today for this new book. It tells you how
% alaw training will shorten your road to'euc-
cess. It also carries a vital and inspiring.mes-

sageto ever{ ambitious man. Find out sbeut
the opportunities that await the law trained man,
Find out hnw you can learn law right in yout own
home. No abh"ki Freg.
Write Today— 5o gihis ey mekzes

erican corrunundlm Srhool of Law'

3601 Michigan Ave. Dept. 1362, Chicago, il
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Learn To Earn $50 To $200 Weekly
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