


Gus Tangles with ;
Lightning

By Martin Bunn

SL".TF{T atill with wyesterday's heat,

the air secmed charged with lension

ai Cius Wilson unlocked the Model
Garages, Hemembering slorm wamings
the night before, e hopod there'd e no
ol calle

Al onew the phone rang. Leaving Stan
Hieks o unloek the pumips, Gus answered

“ICa FHul Durwned, (fus. We'te 1 o
mm-nmd help nighl asay,”™

Gius grinned wryly. Duresrd and his
wile had moved o a remoin [akeside
honss, A ride there would be n long one

“The hospital won'l send an ambalases
scsvus the haby Bn'l die, so 1 was godng
o bring Hesaie in this moming. Bul ihe
car won b slarl, and what the mdio sayvs
has us senred.”

“What's that™ asked Cus

“H tirreirie wmll.i.lln | ik ||:|p: Pl Wi
hmd, thie ares wae RBooded, Al the peigh
bors are gone. 1 had to break inlo a house
to remch this phome,™

“Take it cosy,” counsoled Cius, “What's
wrong with your ear?"

“Lights andd horn work, bul the starter
won i budge. Hatlery's oo [5r pone
I!u.rn_._ Gt 'm going backi . -

The line clicked dend, G grunted
mmEperation; e enitld have told Dur-
wand what to try, H the exciled young
hushand hiad waild,. Now thore was
nothing to do bot get out 1here.

ATTLING down the dirt moad o the
lake, the heavy wrecker shuddensd
under wind puste (ias saw that drive
waEVE wiere Empdy, soime houses ahiltered
Hi bralies] b o fusl stog belore Durennd e
Thank heaven youl're here,”™ the young
mnn Gafd. *Hessle's golling mwinully nnx
fous about being stranded with the baby
mer,

“You'll get oul,”™ (GGus msnewersd, and
mohcdex] 5 bl Earily, = Might be ot by now, T he treeeher s Siee a8 hol
if vou hadn't run off the phefn ™ o Inst™ o4 e sedon, and o slip fo e

“Na, the battery's dead, Leok.”™ Dur- groeend meanl eleciroe o
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wird leaped into the modest sedan,
fMipped the key over. A fubile clicking af
iLthe sturter solonoid was e only response.

“Just o socond,” said Gus, opening the
He seowled ol the corromion-en-

earrying he tapped both dowm smartly,
“Try it again," he ordensl
Dhuerward  furned the key. The siarier
growled for & couple of seconds The
enging fired and mn smoothly.
Durward climbed out

a kL
Overnighl, corrmsion
worked Inio the joini,
mmusing o high-resest-
mnw coninci.™
“"Bui the lights
wasrloed 1™
“Bure. Voliage drop
i proportionstie to the
mmﬂ-h A e CoiIeC-
muy sasily pas
enough to work the -
lights. But it will drop .
the voltnge way down °

CRE O O B BE B I B O S O O R R N ]

when you to pull a + tmmees in stadis—an Atlseninn
frw b mmpE for . cadion for  eown
the starter.” = pbout #7 feet. Frsm this o

anmie tn

-

Hliee, Gus—1"m sorry,
Guess | got panicky,
irying to enlm Bessin,™

Gua chuckled, “They
ey voung fathers got
somie of the wife's syvmptomse. Cet going
now, I won't losve till you do.™

CCASIONALLY the sedan vanished

shepd of Gus on the winding, foresi-
lined rond. Even in the solid cob of the
tow truck, he eculd feel the force of gusts
that whipped tree fops amd  loaerled
hranches across the narrow ssphalt steip
Nevertholess he put on eno speed o
keep up with the car. The sedan was in
plain sight when it happened.

With o crack heard even above th
‘s howl, a tree on the right side
thie rond ahend of the other ear Began
topple, Gus saw 8 thin black lne
upward as the tree runk fell toward

M rorasa semmcy awcemT 1w
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Where'd it come (rom?

: BTADIUM: The populsr

nrern  peis
frimm nrl;nl-d irvck mssasnre—
the stnddion, srigpinafly mean:
ing tiv wtrekch or span. The
Gireeks pmesd  off ool s

st 0 skl
length for m oot rce—and
finnlly, the meing arena,

rood. Only then did Durvard beeome
awnre of e danger.

The sedan'n Lre soeeched. For on
masmenil cnr and ree Lrunk seemed drown
iogether. A front whoel struck, the rear
il the var alewe], and [ls fender seibled
agalnal o rooky oliderop on the  rood
shoulder. Simultaneously o black cord,
own neroas Dhe

Rrefly the mhn shuddered in rrvorse
Wedged between tree trunk and  rock,
it did not move. The
ear done opened as Gus
pulled  alongside, hormn
bluring, to shoul over
the storm  inbo D
wund’s elariled [aee

“et back in. There's
B owine ol YOUF ouf-
mayhe a ol one.™

"1'm stuck. Pave-
ment’s dry--can't I gel
ot mnid e wrlust ' bl -
ing meT"

"Yaui'dl make a lsl-
ter cireuil then dry
tiren. Touch a ool
down and  vou  could
b Killeel™ Clnin roarod,
"l back and stay—no
mallor what™

As i o punctuaie
hin wesrchs, the raln be-
gan, Watler piltohiforied
out of the wind.ripped
sy, turning ihe rosd
inlo & shallow river
Cous becked the wrnol.
er and lurned on s
bl lnkers,

Rain water i a poor conductor of nlec
tricity, bul In sluicing over u dirty o
it bionimes rich In minermle Theowgh the
secdnn's pear window Cus saw bwe Dright-
enedl foces jork about as miniature light-
ning fared from the coble’s end. With
ithousands of pmperes gonerling & mag-
netic field around 1t the wire seomed o
ot allvo

It lashed shout like & fesntic snnke,
slidd off the roof, again and agein struck
fire froin other parls af the sar, unbll |
found o shiny bumper. There it glared
fiercely for o moment, then subsiced -
prcwrlded i place.

“The car's churged with julee" Cs
shoubed. “Hail you're okay Ineddi.™
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“I con’i keep fghting her, Gus, Do
irf.h'l" proayisod [

1 L u_,'u i,

sn  desperate haste he backed the
wrecker, tumed it and stopped 1o damber
back on the deck. There he fresd
twin holst chaine. With a coarse file
ecraped surface rust off one end of

big stiwd Bumper apron.

ACKING eniitlowsly tovward the

he angled in toward it beft comer,
held his broath as the wroecker’s apron
nudged hard ngainst the oar's bumpor,
prcd el ther brmbkor ard.
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“Head bock for the tumoll,” Gus
shouted above the wind. “Take Houte 60
to fowr, I wenil 4o worn off other cam™

TILITY lireomen sreived 16 minubs
later, along with & lull n the =tonm,
Ted Carlson, the orew Foremnn, soon gt
the gist of what had happenesd.
"’Il'wmhr-fmu hunidesd volls o that

play arcund with it Yeu know ihe rules
about any downed wire —ansume iUs bot,
and leove it alone. All those people hod
o do was sl In the car and walt We
mml.lu:ll'_r.‘

“Sure.” mid Gua "So was something
el g I_i!ll-u ihing that mads all the dil-

“Yeah? What could that be™
“Higevst lit!le thing in the world,” sskd
Gus. “A baby.~
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