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How to Pick the BEST
Car in Its Class

G us Stresses
Importance Q\f :
of Semplicity
and Strength
of Mechanism

By Marrix Buxy

‘)\\-,“ \:l.]lil {;II- ‘\'”"lll tor Fli‘
nephew, Henev, as they  passed
through the gate at the Milbury Auto
Show. “the first  thing for you and

Grace to decide is how much you can
afford to pay for a car. Then we'll see
what looks like the best buy i that class.”™

Henry had just been handed another
raise in salary and felt that at last he
could afford to yield to his bride’s plead-
ing that he buy a ear. e had persnaded
lis unele and Joe Clark, proprictors of the
Model Garage. o help him make a
selection.

“And don’t forget.” warned Gus, * that
buying vour car on time gives you no
excuse for spending too much for it.”

A thousand is about the hnit.” saud
Henry,  “I'm sure I can swing that
much.”

“That means nol over nine hundred
for the list price.” broke in Joe Clark,
“hecause freight, taxes. leense and the
rest of the incidentals will certainly run
it up to the thonsand mark.”

“I'd like to get one of those sporty-
looking roadster types,” said Henry a few
moments later, as he gazed longingly at a
Hashy job finished in pale green with lots
of nickel fittings.

“Why, Henry.” chimed in his wife,
“yvou promised me a sedan. I don’t want
a car that will hold only two people.”™

RACE is right. son,” Gus said. “If
vou can have only one car. the be -5t
buy is a closed model. but I'd recommend
a coach. You get a lot more for your
money than yvou do in a sedan, Roadsters

are all right for rich people who can®

afford to keep more than one car. TI'll
admit that it's a lot of fun to drive a fast
roadster, bul il’s a nusance when you
want to take along some of your friends,

“And.” continued Gus, *if vou'll take
my advice. you'll lay off any car that is
painted in very light colors. Dust and the
tar they put on the roads will make one of

those pale pink babies look like the dick-
ens in short order. Stick to a dark bliue or
green unless vou want to spend all your
spare time washing it.”

I wouldn't give a fig for all the closed
cars in the world,” gruw]u[ ]]l'lll’}'
|J<‘|'\'E.\|l]_\'.

“Then why not compromise on a tour-
ing car?” suggested Gus with a wink at
.Ilu‘.

“Humph!™ exclaimed Henry,  “And
have about a million curtains to put up

Know Your Car

HOCK absorbers or rebound
snubbers  properly  applied
and kept in good working order
improve the riding of any antomo-
bile. The ideal shock absorber
should permit free compression of
the springson a bump and then the
friction mechanism should take
hold inunediately to prevent the
usual jolt. The maximum shock
absorbing effect is obtained only
if absorbers or snubbers are de-
signed for the car to which they
are fitted or built so they can be
adjusted to give proper friction.
To get the best riding comfort
in driving, follow these rules:

1. Get high-grade shock ab-
sorbers and see that they are
correctly adjusted.

Keep your springs well lu-
bricated and protected from
mud and grit by some form of
covering.

3. See rthat vour tires are
pumped up to exactly the right
pressure. Too much air makes
the car hard riding, too little
shortens the life of the tires.

you buy, though,

LL right, Hen-
ry.'" agreed Gus,
“let her have the
disk wheels if she
thinks they're 3o
clussy. You can take
the extro amaount out
of her  allowanee.'
“That’s not fair,”
said Grace, pouting.
“Get vour old wood
wheels if you think
they're just as good.”

every lime it rains! Nolhing doing! If
we don’t get a roadster, we might as well
o the himit and get a coneh.”™

“I'm oso glad that’s settled at any
rale.” observed Grace, ™ Can't we get one
of those eight-cxlinder things* You know
Agnes” hushand bought her one, and s
Just too smooth for anything!™

“There’s the woman of it!™ grunted
Gus. " Always tryving to keep up with the
Jones’s,. You couldn’t possibly get an
cight-cxlinder car for the price Henry
mentioned,  You can gel a good six,
though.™

EEMS 1o me a four-evlinder car

would be a ot casier 1o repair *han

a six, said Henry as they passed a shiny
new four-exhinder model.

“You're dead right, son,” stated Gus
emphatically.  “Just fifty percent less
work when it comes to grinding valves or
putting in new rings or tightening up con-
necting rod bearings, And it’s a whole lot
easier to locate trouble in a four-cylinder
engine, too. There was a time when the
four-exlinder cars were a whole lot rough-
er running than the sixes, but whht with
light pistons and good stiff erankshafts,
the four-exlinder cars of today are pretty
durn smooth. If you look at it from the
standpoint of expense for repairs and the
amount of work you will have to do your-
self, the four-eylinder car is certainly the
best bet.

“Outside of work on the motor itself, a
light six won’'t require any more attention
than a four. Changing tires or overhaul-
ing the rear end or anything like that is
the same on both. Are you going to drive
the car too, Grace?”

“You bet I'm going to drive!”™
Grace emphatieally,

“Then don’t forget, Henry, that a six-
evlinder car needs less gear shifting than
a four. Grace would get along better
with a six on that account. Whatever car
(Continued on page 142)

said
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How to Pick the Best Car in Its Class

(Clonfinued from puge 661

he sure that the brake and eluteh pedals
work casy. It doesn’t make much differ-
enee whether Grace can reach the pedals
not.  Youn can fix that by pulting
cushion behind her back.,  In fact. il
would be better to pick a car with plenly

ur

ol |¢<=_. rooin so Voll \\'(m.l fl'c‘] |‘l'illllgn-i| 0ol

long drives.”
“What's the dope on overhead valves,
unele? Are they really much better?™
TITEORETICALLY  they are—all
the racing cars use Lhem.” rephed
“But in a car for ordinary use |
can’l see that there’s much advantage.
They may result in aslight saving  of
gasoline as compared with the ordinary
valves that are placed in a pockel beside
the evlinder head.  Also, with overhead
valves, vou can lake the exlinder head off
and remove it lo a warm place in the
cellar when vou want to grind the valves
instead of working in a cold garage. On
the other hand, overhead valves usually
are noisier, and as there are more parls in
the valve mechanism, there is more to
replace when things hegin to wear.”

*Humph!™ exclaimed Henry. * It sure
is a hard job to pin you down to a definite
opinion as to what is really the best!™

Gus smiled,

“For the darn good reason, son, that
there isn't any such thing as best. The
fact that there are so many different
ways in which gasoline motors are made
can't agreec.
Whenever there are two ways Lo make a
picce of machinery, there are always good
arguments for either way, and you'll have
to decide for yoursell which of these ways
fits in best with vour way of doing things.”

“Do von think a car with four-wheel
brakes is safer, uncle? ” questioned Henry
as he stooped down to inspeet the front-
wheel brakes on one of the exhibition cars.

(;Ilv,

ON"I' worry your head over four-
wheel brakes,” advised Gus thought-
fully. “I've fixed a powerful lot of
brakes, and as far as | can see, there isn't
much in this four-wheel business as com-
pared with one real good pair of brakes on
the rear wheels.  Four-wheel brakes are
fine in theory, but durned few of the out-
fits that I've looked over were working
right, and on the low-priced cars 'm in-
clined to think that their disadvantages
just about make up for their advantages.”
“They sav vou can stop quicker with
em,” Henry argued.

“You can if they are adjusted right:
but vou have to be careful not to have the
front-wheel brakes too tight or they might
lock if you jammed on Lhe brake ]ml.il too
hard. And if the front wheels lock, son,
von are mighty likely to get into a nasty
front wheel skid. Mind you, I'm not sug-
gesting that you don’t buy a car with
four-wheel brakes. ‘The point is, T would-
n't consider them a feature that would
influence me to buy some particular make
of car that was no better in other ways
than another that did not have them.”

“Those wheels look pretty solid,” ob-
served Joe as he directed their attention
to a sedan equipped with disk wheels,

“Sure they're sold,” grunted Gus.

miaede of metal
©in

“Why shouldn’t they be
the way they are?  As far as |
aboul the only advantage of disk wheels
is thal you can keep them elean easier
than the wood wheel, On the other hand,
you have to take yvour wheel off or else
crawl under the car every Lime you wanl
to adjust the brake bands.  You can’t
work bhetween the x||:|]u--' WS you ean wilh
\\(H)ll \\'Ilt'vl‘-‘“
“But. uncle,
urged Grace.

they look so spilfy!™

ND we've just got o be styhsh!™
observed Gus sareastically, Al
right, Henry, let her have the disk wheels
il she thinks them elassy. You can take
the extra amounl out of her allowanee!™
“That’s not fair,” said Grace. pouting.
Get your old wood wheels il you think
they re just as good.™
Henry was colleeting catalogs right and

left.  “I'm goimg to study these over
mighty carefully when we get home,” he
said, as he vainly attempled to stoff

anolher large folder in a pockel that was
already crammed full,

“That's a good idea.” Gus agreed.
“While yvou're here, vou and Grace had
better sit behind the wheei of every car in
vour price class so as lo gel a line on
whether there's enough leg room.  Waork
the pedals, and see if the gear shift lever
is handy. Waltch out for any car that has
a gear lever that slides up under the dash
when you go into reverse. VI take all
the skin off your knuckles if yvou have to
back up in a hurry.

“Suppose Joe and I leave yon now
for a while,” Gus concluded. **We wan!
to look over some of he accessory ex-
hibits. We'll meet you at the door in
aboul three quarters of an hour.™

“Why ean’t we look over Lhe aceesso-
ries, " asked Henry,

“Nothing doing!™ Gus ordered. “You
stay away from the aceessories or vou'll
end up by fitting that new car with more
junk than it will carry. No, sir! All you
need in the way of accessories—al leasl 1o
start with—are front and rear humpers, a
rear vision mirror, a windshield wiper and
a spare tire!”

t(}ll:’ X

DON'T want to butl in, Gus,™ said

Joe when the voung couple were out
of hv.nriu;_r “but it kind of seems to me
that it would be a good idea il Henry
bought a second-hand car. He 'n.n-:-l}
knows how to drive, and Grace never
even has learned how, They are hound to
do a lot of rotten gear ~|1|I’||ng. and the
chances are that they will runinto alot of
minor accidents the first year. And if
thev're going to bust things up it might
better be a second-hand outfit. ’

“That’s all true,” said Gus, At least
it would be in any ordinary case. Bul
Henry is careful and he’s the kind of a
bird who ean't seem to take pride in any-
thing unless it’s just right. He'll take
much better care of a new car than he
would of an old one. Besides, if he got a
second-hand car, I'm afraid the Maodel
Garage would have to do a lot of free
repair work this year!™ he concluded
with a chuckle,




